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vtJOr.JL STLLABUS 
BAfJC COUNTRY SURVEY CO URSE 


J. . Scope ., The Basic Country Purvey course examines all principal 
facets of a foreign country and its people in the light of American in- 
telligence interests „ Minor countries are grouped appropriately for con- 25X1 A 

venience— e„g. , Scandinavia, Arab countries , 

French North Africa* 

2- Obje ctiv es -. The purpose, of the course is strictly professional— 
to develop a sensitivity to what is significant in the foreign country 
from an intelligence viewpoint 0 The employee is alerted to those aspects 
of its physical make-up, traditions, attitudes, and current conditions which 

affect his work. Thus he is trained more effectively to interpret develop 

inents, anticipate responses, and promote CIA operational objectives in the 
country* 

J.. Users,, The course is Intended for all intelligence officers 
•whose assignments are concerned with the country to be studied,. The course 
la slanted toward the professional needs of personnel engaged in intelligence 
production j, operations, or services. Certain unclassified portions of the 
course may be available also to adult dependents* 

h* Content . The course consists of t hree main phases* The first 
includes; (a) a sketch of why the country is important to the United 
States* (b) a broad consideration of American policy toward the country 
concerned and toward the world region in which it falls; and (c) specific 
consideration of American policy toward the country concerned and toward 
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the wtrld region in vhich it and Cc) opecil:ic consideration o i 

national intelligence objectives and— as security f uctoi s ness mi «— of -ra- 

tional ob Active-* involve^ the c-rantry. The second and most cursive 
phc.sc - of iha course is a systematic study of the- country It self in r- 

able. detail. The fsrr.ncifeti topics are* a brief historical vitrv-tjc -. vju 
to the pcoole, thf: ir c.ilvure, and their Institutions} the h'-*;.? i ? , h' r * ' 1 
mate, .and natural resources? the economic struct wo, with enphasit cr. 
strengths and weaknesses of manufactaring, agriculture* fcr asportation, 
trade* and national accounts} current political, economic, and social covil- 
tlo\i3 v and Institutions and organizations, the structure of government, with 
eraphae is on government policies in these fields; legal and const! tut ion«l 
systems? attitudes and policies toward the outside world, with emphasis on 
the country's role In the cold war. The third phase of the course relates 
the second directly to the first by synthesizing and evaluating those are* 
data which bear importantly on efforts to implement American vclicle.r. and 
•Intelligence objectives in the area-. This phase will be *,aker. up intermit- 
tently, as appropriate, after each segment of the second Phase,. The course 
concludes with a balanced survey of the intelligence situation in the 
country—!.*., the current status of, and the outlook for, progress toward 
American goals in the country* 

Schedule a * Classes will meet four times a- week, in two-hour ses- 
sions, for ten weeks* Outside study and preparation will normally require 
about sixteen hours a week,. The initial Basic Country Survey Course on 
Germs ry— is expected to be offered by late fall of I9b$» soon as staffing 
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* 

i: completed, tho course on each key country 

ll^llj^etco) will normally be given at least once each year. 0 r ■ 'if 0^3 j" j 
lesser countries or groups of countries will be offered only once in two 
os three years. 
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